MSI Chamber 2011 Legislative Agenda

The MSI Chamber creates competitive advantage by growing the economy, advocating pro-business public policies and delivering innovative programs and services. 
Transportation and Infrastructure
· Prioritize transportation needs and partner with ICTAB, Regional Roads Committee, NCDOT, the Lake Norman Transportation Committee and the MTC.
· Focus on Regional Transportation Issues with regional chambers and transportation groups
· Support alternative methods for additional funding for roads and transit such as tolls, public private partnerships and design-build financing.

· Support efforts to remove conflicts between NCDOT and local policies and regulations.

· Advocate for Interstate 77 Widening from Huntersville through Lake Norman Region

· Advocate for Highway 150 Needed Improvements
· Support comprehensive, well planned development for Southern Iredell County

Job Creation and Workforce Development
· Support incentives and programs designed to attract jobs.

· Support funding for the arts, travel and tourism in North Carolina as it spurs economic development.

· Support actions to ensure adequate supply of energy and promote regulatory tools to manage cost and rate impact to customers.

· Support North Carolina’s Right to Work laws for private and public employees.

Taxes
· Support the 2011 expiration of the corporate and personal income tax surcharges.

· Oppose targeted taxes, fees, policies and rules that would impede business growth.

· Review Local Government Budgets 

Regulatory Reform
· Advocate legislative issues pertaining to business at all levels of government

· Advocate for Banks Lending to Small Business 

· Advocate for Banking Reform to ease Credit Markets

· Support efforts to reform US and  NC environmental laws and regulations to encourage growth

· Support efforts to reform NC’s medical malpractice system

· Support the maintenance of a balanced civil liability system in North Carolina including the elimination of joint and several liability, and the elimination of the collateral source rule.

· Support the preservation of current annexation laws.

Education
· Support efforts to improve Mooresville Graded School District, Iredell Statesville School System, Mountain State University and Mitchell Community College

· Support the funding of enrollment growth increases

· Support efforts to reform K-12, community colleges and universities to allow for flexibility in managing budget cuts with minimal impact on students.

